
Zero Carbon Britain: Rethinking the Future models a 
technically robust scenario in which the UK has risen 
to the challenges of the 21st century. 

Current UK climate change targets do not o�er a good 
enough chance of avoiding what is now considered 
extremely dangerous climate change.

In contrast, the Zero Carbon Britain (ZCB) scenario 
demonstrates that we could rapidly reduce UK greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions to net zero by 2030, using only 
currently available technology. 

We can do this whilst maintaining a modern standard  
of living, as well as: 

  Creating 1.5 million new jobs in the UK.
  Increasing our resilience to climate impacts we are 
already experiencing.

  Helping address other environmental issues such as  
loss of biodiversity.

  Fostering a society in which we are happier and 
healthier.

�e aim of the Zero Carbon Britain project is to 
demonstrate that integrated and technically feasible 
solutions to the climate problem do exist, to inspire 
action towards a positive zero carbon future.

 Zero Carbon Britain: Rethinking the Future (the full report) can be download for free at  
www.zerocarbonbritain.org, or bought online from the Centre for Alternative Technology Eco Store.

© Centre for Alternative Technology, 2014

www.zerocarbonbritain.org

www.cat.org.uk

#ZCB @centre_alt_tech

Centre for Alternative Technology

ZERO
CARBON
Rethinking the Future
BRITA N Report in short: a summary of key findings

We already have the technology to power the UK with 100% 
renewable energy, to feed ourselves sustainably and to leave a safe 
and habitable climate for our children and future generations. 
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Powering down our energy demand

ZCB’s research shows that we could reduce our 
energy demand by around 60%, with particularly 
large savings in heating buildings and transport.

  Buildings: having high ‘Passivhaus’ standards 
for new buildings, retro��ing all existing 
buildings, and improving internal temperature 
control would reduce energy demand for heating 
by around 50%. 
  Transport: reducing how much we travel, and 
how we travel – with more walking, cycling, use 
of public transport, switching to e�cient electric 
vehicles and two thirds less �ying – would reduce 
energy demand for transport by 78%.
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PU-3: Energy Flows in our scenario
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New skills  
for a new future
Innovative postgraduate programmes

MSc Sustainability and Adaptation  
in the Built Environment

MSc Sustainability and Adaptation: 
Transformation Planning

MSc Renewable Energy  
and the Built Environment 

Professional Diploma in Architecture: 
Advanced Environmental and Energy Studies
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Zero Carbon Britain (ZCB) is an initiative from the 
Centre for Alternative Technology (CAT). Established 
over 40 years ago, CAT is a leading research and 
educational charity which demonstrates practical solutions 
for sustainability.

CAT o�ers a wide range of practical and academic 
courses up to postgraduate level and a unique range of 
educational services for school groups, universities and 
educators. CAT also o�ers a free information service, 
backed by consultancy advice, and has published a wide 
range of books on sustainable living.

CAT’s award winning educational facility – the Wales 
Institute for Sustainable Education (WISE) – and visitor 
centre are based in Machynlleth, mid-Wales.












