
 

 Centre for Alternative Technology 

Academic Council Meeting Minutes April 2025 

Item           

1. Welcome, Introduction and Apologies 

Attendance: Jemma Barratt (JB) Diana Gall (DG) Lucia Galvez Bravo (LGB) Adrian Watson (AW) 

Teresa Serrano (TS) Poppy Silk (PS) Jon Morgan (JM) Tom Morrissey (TM) Rebecca Kent (RK) Ellen 

Willis (EW) Oliver Grant (OG) Tim Coleridge (TC) Helen Hayes (HH) Katherine Barclay (KB) Jane 

Fisher (JF) Alice Fleet (AF) Carl Meddings (CM) 

Apologies: Paul Booth (PB) Sophia Robinson (SR) 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting  

 

2. Matters Arising: 

From October 2023 

ACTION: Meeting with Alis Rees to be rescheduled for Reps (JB) chase up ahead of 

September JB chased with Alis 21/10, chase again, Poppy to put student interested in 

touch with Alis PS COMPLETED 

From April 2024 

Action: report EDI student rep outcome at April AC meeting CM waiting for confirmation 

to invite both reps to next meeting on 13th May KB COMPLETED x1 agreed 

Action: review 7501CATSCI part 2 against UEL submission rates for EV7132 at April AC 

TC/JF Have calculated NS rate for 7522 and 7523 (8% and 14% respectively)..these are the 

new versions of 7501 parts 1 and 2 JF similar picture for UEL if exclude the non-submissions, 

above 85% but this action is more about the non-submissions resulting in not passing the 

module which is still higher than other modules. Reflection that maybe it is the result of 

many students returning to study after a long break and struggling with adapting to it. 

Looking to more proactively reach out to non-submissions at first submission point to offer 

more support and guidance directly across all modules TC welcome any feedback from 

reps/partners on this AW if there is an issue with the first module, could there be an 



 

extension to this first deadline to give more chance for students submit? JM can look into 

this as well as the reasons for non-submission AW ongoing discussion with programme 

leaders for whether to stick to the 8 week timeframe for modules or to move to termly 

submissions TC main concern would be neurodiverse students, spread out modules with 

deadlines works better rather than all the deadlines at one point TM all students are 

different, some will do it quickly and others will leave it later, when do the assessment 

questions get published to students? JM agree with JM, very complicated, issue is non 

submissions, but the deadline isn’t the solution it is more the support early in the module. 

Onsite is very intense and the following weeks need more support EW recent feedback 

from students is the learning curve returning to study is huge, lots of time spent setting up 

IT and getting head around referencing takes a lot of time at the start AF is there a 

difference between onsite and DL for non-submissions? Wondering if onsite attendance 

impacts this? TM haven’t got the split of onsite/DL but we can investigate that TC we offer 

the induction period in august so we can always look at releasing the module guide and 

assessment. Issue that students get CAT access but not university libraries until September 

TC assessment dates published in advance of the academic year so limited with changing 

them for next academic year AW request in September for drop-in IT session onsite, can 

look to programme that for next year TC ONGOING  

ACTION: report back on effectiveness of this new system at AC throughout next academic 

year TC/JB ONGOING 

ACTION: breakdown the non-subs to onsite/DL TC  

Action: need to review module development plan for LJMU modules JF/AW module 

development form very helpful for reviewing modules but not useful for CME. LJMU split 

each module into programme, so the data only has 1 or 2 students on each split which 

doesn’t give enough to report on. Reported back to LJMU in recent meeting JF 

COMPLETED 

ACTION: review and report back library progress at April AC AW conversation with Anna 

Poston who is looking after the library, decided to put together a library policy for next 

AC. Not in position to have library manned in traditional sense due to nature of courses 

but a policy for use would help. Students can use it outside of teaching weeks but needs 

process in place for this so caretakers/other staff know they are doing so AW 



 

ACTION: write up library policy and speak with reps/students about this. Report to next 

AC AW ONGOING Readers ticket with further access. Dissertations to NLW with welsh 

theme 

From October 2024  

ACTION: CM to liaise with TS to arrange June 25 show CM met yesterday, date confirmed 

as 4th June. Person who is liaising the show has been announced so TS will speak with 

them to see if there is a space for CAT. To manage expectations – other partners don’t 

get a space and often not all UEL architecture schools get space TS COMPLETED – no 

space available at UEL   

ACTION: Report back to AC on status of the Josh Browne fund JB COMPLETED 

ACTION: report back to April AC meeting with GSE response to Review LJMU Assessment 

and Feedback policy AW not much difference to our current policy, request from LJMU 

across all partners that more support is given in the first assessments of the course to 

improve submission rates. July AC will include updates to all policies ahead of next 

academic year AW COMPLETED  

From January 2025 

ACTION: present Harassment and Sexual Misconduct Policy to HR and trustees once 

any edits made AW Policy passed to HR and will be reviewed by trustees at their June 

meeting so should be back with us for July AC with other policies AW  APPROVED BY 

BOARD. Document in files of this meeting. Relationships policy put in place. 

ACTION: investigate Bystander Training for staff and students AW Free course sent 

around by Andy (HR) for staff, course is running in Machynlleth for free too. Funding 

until end of year, delivered by Lita (Braich Goch) through Lead the Change Wales JB 

originally sent around in January but not many signups. Needs 20 people to go ahead, 

will aim to get CAT specific training if enough people signup AW if we can’t get 20 

people to sign up could we open it up to reps and students too? JB imagine that we 

could fill it with reps/students especially MArch OG we can investigate dates for when 

we can get enough people onsite, maybe offer 2nd/3rd session online AW  

ACTION: speak with Andy (HR) and see if we can get dates for this AW ONGOING (x2 

6hr sessions) dates to circulate to reps 

Training in Machynlleth – booking link click here. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2fe%2flead-the-change-bystander-intervention-training-macynlleth-tickets-1335201486589%3faff%3doddtdtcreator&c=E,1,8pPGRjPDG3j8Ms5E2j8ZySk8bnK6-M9eka_-ZyGxGcwXXNvIKoAct7wFkTsbDWl6ap86qts3iOhSB9kB-ZvGDszSBonz6wFQUfNhgFQtNl2G&typo=1


 

ACTION: revisit wording in Sudden and Severe Change of Circumstances to make sure 

it is clearer JB/AW AW to send final version to JB for publishing JB COMPLETE 

ACTION: investigate MEQ data further and report back to TC/JB TS CAT sent the 

folders to use for now might get access to the online platform eventually TS 

COMPLETED  

how are CAT pushing the surveys to students? TS opened for the whole of May, sent 

via email/teams, posted in whatsapp chats, QR codes onsite and at end of lectures. 

Discussion about ‘prize draw’ for students who take part, but nothing agreed in time 

JB similar suggestions, pausing lecture to allow students to take part seems to work 

well, offering amazon voucher incentive where possible too TS can we do something 

during the ARD week? TC busy week, will discuss with JB about how to do this RK 

what do the reps think? RK from own experience working in HE its often better at the 

start when you aren’t fatigued from the lecture TM echo TM as also do surveys in 

work, putting it up in front of people is the best way to get success for it. Lots of 

requests for feedback is more of an issue as it is done during/after modules EW 

would value opportunity to give feedback but need context for this AF 

ACTION: circulate LJMU librarians’ comments to wider student body TC GIS Software 

circulated during materials module, not in study skills section of info hub team so will 

upload there TC COMPLETED 

ACTION: TC to email TS with the software for checking at UEL TC awaiting on response 

for UEL TC  3 queries, access to software/platforms/resources – actioned but waiting 

for responses from librarian/IT, have tickets been raised? TS not about this but have 

raised them on other things and not had response TC tickets raised by TS for this. 

Request for detail magazine from CM (previously had access to this but removed) and 

the one requested not included, request put in for access to this with IT. Same for UEL 

research portal for MRes SA, two students in extended dissertation phase which 

should be logged in the research portal but need access to this TS  list of what students 

can have access to would be useful TC  this has been requested, there is an online list 

for magazines etc but not software. UEL use software centre so maybe check access 

for this within the intranet TS  

ACTION: continue to chase for the above and report back at July AC TS. COMPLETED: 

Back from TS with PDF in folder: 

1. Additional Learning Needs Support Software (e.g., Texthelp Read&Write, Dragon):  



 

The equipment and software in the assistive technology rooms was provided by the 

Disability and Dyslexia unit, and is licensed by machine.   I am not sure if there is any 

way that students can access assistive software remotely via UEL but students who 

need support such as specialised equipment and software can apply for assessment 

and funding via the national Disabled Student Allowance scheme.   Some information 

on the scheme is available on the intranet: I think students are meant to apply for this 

themselves but the DDU will be able to advise on what support they provide for the 

application process and if there are any alternative means of accessing assistive 

software remotely. 

 

2.  https://uelac.sharepoint.com/sites/studentsupport/SitePages/Disabled-Students'-

Allowance.aspx 

 

2. General Research and Design Software (NVivo, SPSS, CAD/BIM):  

See below software available for students remotely. In case you cannot access share 

point, please see attached list. Reach IT through an IT ticket on further specific 

technical questions of how to use, access it. 

https://uelac.sharepoint.com/sites/ITServices/SitePages/Applications-with-Remote-

Availability-for-Students.aspx 

3. Research UEL Portal – IT has confirmed you should be able to access through 

https://research.uel.ac.uk/ can you please confirm if you still have issues accessing 

this? AW JF and TC added to this portal - COMPLETED 

MRes Supervision Updates: After reaching few people at UEL I am waiting for a response. TC: 

In future, UEL should add our MRes students automatically into ResearchUEL after their 

enrolment, where they will be able to access research training sessions as well as record their 

supervisory meetings and track their progress.UEL also confirmed supervision for our MRes 

students should include assigning each student two or maximum three suitably experienced 

supervisors, and we’re in the process of discussing potential split supervision between CAT 

and UEL.Assessment of the MRes extended dissertation module as currently validated 

(Presentation, Thesis & Viva) may require modification in due course to better align with UEL’s 

research policy. External examiners will also play a more active role in assessment for this 

module. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fuelac.sharepoint.com%2fsites%2fstudentsupport%2fSitePages%2fDisabled-Students%27-Allowance.aspx&c=E,1,_KlSM7MWREZP1-lfiHozrmp5Pr5HUug9CXSWT5ii_KCCuwrQYxcmZF_suD0C-r04HdN-Tdc27u1KXjcnWrQFtmWDoPGpGCltTYuxfnGZmiOOSzYkgM2R&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fuelac.sharepoint.com%2fsites%2fstudentsupport%2fSitePages%2fDisabled-Students%27-Allowance.aspx&c=E,1,_KlSM7MWREZP1-lfiHozrmp5Pr5HUug9CXSWT5ii_KCCuwrQYxcmZF_suD0C-r04HdN-Tdc27u1KXjcnWrQFtmWDoPGpGCltTYuxfnGZmiOOSzYkgM2R&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fuelac.sharepoint.com%2fsites%2fITServices%2fSitePages%2fApplications-with-Remote-Availability-for-Students.aspx&c=E,1,itAUD68w9MN3xGeMqwtmMYMvtddimdHKYsG3EjftusyeOjQHPiXd2Rh7PlPqUzavi10-YqBxY8j7_0h3gne0GHUg5JbBFXnUy0WtVnuwwp-5Jv-7y9811hw,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fuelac.sharepoint.com%2fsites%2fITServices%2fSitePages%2fApplications-with-Remote-Availability-for-Students.aspx&c=E,1,itAUD68w9MN3xGeMqwtmMYMvtddimdHKYsG3EjftusyeOjQHPiXd2Rh7PlPqUzavi10-YqBxY8j7_0h3gne0GHUg5JbBFXnUy0WtVnuwwp-5Jv-7y9811hw,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fresearch.uel.ac.uk%2f&c=E,1,adkOuku1T4s26A8xrAcyRR4sAscn2VcgyfpD7RAB6xvqhySywuGSypRBkSZlum386KyTwuSSDDNg4FE3N3qYxLAOGG8Y9uSVDYUQrXc9PZzpTWUL&typo=1


 

2. Bristol vs Abrahart Case – UEL Response:I understand UEL has not publicly issued a 

formal statement or specific guidance in response to the Bristol v Abrahart case. UEL 

Disability and Dyslexia Service continues to offer individualised support to students to 

make relevant adjustments.  I have contacted the Disability and Dyslexia Service, but 

after chasing several times did not get further information. 

 

 

 

ACTION: will speak with UEL IT to see if there is an issue with Turnitin or if it just 

prioritising new submissions TC raised ticket but not heard back, will chase up again 

and report back TC  

ACTION: review dissertations to submit to UEL library AW recent batch in for review 

and will send off when ready. Also reviewing submissions for National Library from this 

batch too AW ONGOING 

3. Matters Arising April 2024 

3.1. Policies  

Quality Assurance Manual – AW ran through the document and explained each 

section. Updated last in 2022 so minor updates made this year to reflect any 

procedural changes in line with LJMU/UEL.  

USE RECORDING TO UPDATE MINUTES 

Some edits needed from SSO in terms of how/where data is stored as now all cloud 

based and not kept in emails etc. – edits sent to AW already. JB 

Document mentions feedback loop including informing students when changes have 

been made, is this done? JM COMPLETED 

Office for Independent Adjudication HE statement 4 letters of completion sent (via email) to 

complaints from students, 0 went further to the OIA. 

Portfolio Review – update all courses currently being reviewed, market analysis has been 

completed in line with current courses and ideas for new courses. Reviewing outcomes 



 

currently with working groups within programme subject areas. Will present these to 

students and universities once this is completed. Usually take 12-18 months to complete this 

process therefore aiming for September 2026 start. AW 

MArch will remain but will be updated in line with the changes to ARB. AW/CM COMPLETED 

ACTION: report back at next meeting with any updates AW COMPLETED 

4. University Partner Updates  

LJMU  

First partnership review took place 23rd April 

No further updated other than the above meeting LGB 

UEL  

No updates to report TS 

5. Programme Leader Reports: 

Minutes of Programme Committee Meetings   

MArch 

Last Programme committee meeting was in two parts due to not being able to complete the 

CAM report whilst awaiting data from UEL before the January meeting. After submission of 

CAM report a second Prog Committee was held in April to discuss the CAM report action 

points. The minutes of which are not yet available. 

Have started using the new feedback proforma this year including QR codes as discussed. This 

still needs monitoring and checking submissions so far. Course tutors will encourage 

completion during the next onsite weeks. 

Some changes to website wording made to express sustainability in architecture more in 

terms of well-being, regenerative, restorative, social etc.  

ARB mapping ongoing, CM currently working on mapping module learning outcomes to new 

ARB Competency Outcomes and where necessary tracking variations/amendments to current 

course documentation to engage with the wider teaching team, students and external 



 

examiners ahead of preparation of validation documentation to UEL and subsequent 

submission to ARB later this year.  

EDI workshop with Elonka Soros didn’t go ahead due to illness but will reschedule for 

October. The idea is that thos serves both groups of M.Arch but also available for others at 

CAT to join, which worked well with Student Support attendance last time. 

Shows – TS looking into CAT presence at UEL show (June 4th). Currently in discussion with 

Buro Happold engineers about hosting a show in London on the Autumn. Also considering a 

Northern show (Liverpool of Manchester) if we can find an appropriate venue. 

External Examiners:  We now have 3 EEs on the books which is beneficial to the students to 

get varied inputs. John Greenfield to step down later this year, Francis Bradshaw taking his 

place.  

Launched summer school for undergraduate architecture students in July, under the title 

Regenerative Futures. 

Updated grading matrix for higher grades 70-100, included 90-100 box in new matrix from an 

EE’s recommendation last year. 

MSc 

No meeting took place due to not being quorate (staff on annual leave). 

Programme Leader Comments 

MArch  

N/A 

MSc  

N/A 

 

Academic Misconduct Hearings  

None  

6. Any Other Business  



 

Frances Hill Retirement formal recognition of Frances’ time at the GSE and chance to 

acknowledge her work. Hopefully won’t be the last we see of her, returning for Graduation 

TC/AW 

Staff HEA completion TC awarded Senior Fellowship HEA AW 

EE visits to CAT (TC) inviting UEL EEs to site? TC LJMU EE’s have visited recently – invite them 

when we have accommodation available TC 

Supreme Court Ruling – any updates from CAT or LJMU/UEL in response to this? Request from 

several CAT staff for a statement on this, assuming that our policies wont change as they are 

inclusive and will remain this way? JB don’t expect there to be any change in terms of this with 

regards to our policies. Would expect EDI working group to form a statement on this, KB to 

report back at next meeting AW need for a supportive statement from CAT to ensure that 

students know that CAT is a safe space, also request for including members of the wider 

community to be included in these discussions where possible PS 

EC panel query -  When do EC panel meet? JM Usually prepare applications and send to panel 

at the end of the month for review within 2 weeks. If influx of applications will send off 

sooner. Also depends on panels availability as not just within GSE JB  

7. Date of Next Meeting 

Wednesday 23rd July 10am 


