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Centre for Alternative Technology

Graduate School of the Environment

Copyright and Intellectual Property Statement

Students are entitled to the intellectual property rights created during their time studying at CAT
that would belong to you under the applicable law.

If a student generates Intellectual Property pursuant to their studies or research, the standard
position is that the student will own such Intellectual Property and Copyright, unless the
student:

e receives a bursary from, or has their fees paid or subsidised by, a sponsor or employer in
which case ownership of such IPR will be subject to the arrangement between the
student, CAT, and the sponsor.

e has undertaken work with an external individual or organisation which is subject to an
agreement with that organisation. The ownership of any developed IPR through study
with the organisation will be subject to the arrangement between the student, CAT, and
the external organisation. NB an organisation may request the signing of a Non-
Disclosure Agreement to maintain its own Intellectual Property Rights and develop
Intellectual Property from any placement or work experience activity.

e isalsoanemployee of CAT and developed the IPR in that capacity (in which case the
student is treated as an employee for the purposes of this policy)

There are some programmes or activities where the assignment of certain types of intellectual
property to CAT is appropriate. CAT will require the assignment to it of intellectual property
rights relating to postgraduate research that is part of an ongoing research or development
programme, such as the Zero Carbon Britain project. This includes situations where a student
acts as a volunteer undertaking work at, or through activities supported by, CAT which is hot a
formal part of their studies. Any generated IPR will be subject to agreements with CAT and any
third party organisation involved in the volunteer activity.

Where the nature of the research and/or development programme means that some
assignment of intellectual property rights to CAT is appropriate, we will take what steps that we
can to ensure that the students interests are protected. CAT will take reasonable endeavours to
ensure:

e the scope of the assignment is narrow, and is restricted to what is necessary, for
example to protect CATs legitimate interests in the intellectual property created as party
to aresearch programme;

e the application of the assignment is clearly defined, so that it is clear to you in which
circumstances the assignment will apply;



e where the assighnment of the intellectual property is appropriate in the circumstances,
we will take all reasonable steps to ensure that the rights of the parties are evenly
balanced (for example, the students work being acknowledged in a publication and,
where appropriate, subject to an appropriate revenue sharing scheme);

o where CAT claims ownership of intellectual property rights in relation to a taught
programme of study, such treatment of those rights will be made clear in the published
documentation relating to that programme.

In the event a student wants to submit their scholarly work for publication with an external
academic publisher, then CAT should be acknowledged within the publication. If the work has
been produced in conjunction with a CAT academic, we would expect their contribution to the
work be acknowledged appropriately.

CAT will reserve the right to showcase student work as part of its marketing activities such as in
its Clean Slate publication and Open Days, or onsite construction designs, this should not
affect your intellectual property rights.

In the event that any employee, or student or external organisation has an issue or concern they
wish to raise in connection with this statement, they should raise their concern in the first
instance with their Head of School.
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